
Approval to award grant funds from the Fish and Game Commission to the Resource Conservation 
District of the Santa Monica Mountains (RCDSMM) for the Malibu Water Quality Probe Maintenance 
Program.

SUBJECT

March 13, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FISH AND GAME PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARD 
(THIRD SUPERVISIORIAL DISTRICT)

(3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve the Fish and Game Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $3,977 to the 
RCDSMM, for the Malibu Water Quality Probe Maintenance Program to replace damaged recording 
data sondes probes and to purchase necessary solutions to calibrate the probes situated at a 
permanent data transmission station in the Malibu Creek Watershed, located in the Santa Monica 
Mountains.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Commission has determined that the grant request will promote education, conservation and the 
propagation of fish and game thus benefiting the County of Los Angeles and the State of California.  

At its meeting held January 12, 2012, the Commission approved the enclosed grant request in the 
amount of $3,977 to the RCDSMM, to replace damaged recording data probes and to purchase 
necessary solutions to calibrate the probes situated at a permanent data transmission station in the 
Malibu Creek Watershed, located in the Santa Monica Mountains.  
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The replacement of recording data probes and purchase of solutions for calibrating the probes is 
necessary to monitor and identify potentially lethal conditions that could impact southern steelhead 
trout.  The probes will document and collect information on water temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, 
conductivity and chlorophyll a, in Malibu Creek between March and November by deploying 
continuous recording sondes attached to a permanent station that can transmit data for remote 
access.

Southern steelhead trout are an iconic fish species, especially in the Santa Monica Bay. National 
Marine Fisheries Service estimates that only 500 anadramous adults are left. Malibu Creek presents 
both historic and critical habitat for this federally endangered species.  Identifying water quality 
parameters that may have contributed to the die-off in 2006, and the conditions compromising the 
habitat quality of the Creek is essential to making informed management plans to prevent future 
impacts.

Since 1952, the Commission continues to support activities and projects that promote the best 
methods for the propagation and protection of fish and game in the State of California and Los 
Angeles County.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Providing funds for this improvement is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal No. 3 
(Community and Municipal Services).  In addition to enhancing the community’s knowledge and 
understanding of conservation and the propagation of fish and game, the improvement will provide 
data for making informed management plans to protect this critical habitat and prevent future impacts 
which could compromise the habitat quality.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact on the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the Fish and 
Game Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.

The Los Angeles County Fish and Game Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of penalty 
assessments collected relating to fish and game code violations in Los Angeles County.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 13100 of the Fish and Game Code establishes guidelines for the expenditure of fines levied 
for fish and game code violations.  It includes enhancing fish and game activities including 
propagation, protection and restoration; supporting fish and wildlife projects; and furthering research 
and education in areas related to fish and wildlife.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Board action enhances the education, conservation and the propagation of fish and game thus 
benefiting County of Los Angeles and the State of California.
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JOHN H. HYBARGER

Chairman

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JHH:ma
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